10-26-25  HOMILY  
	As people, we often aren’t patient.  We frequently want immediate results; we use fast food outlets; we are used to instant communication.  This is made obvious in the popularity of quick-weight-loss programs.  Perseverance is often not high on our list of cultural values.  And we hardly ever hear it discussed in religious circles.  This is kinda strange since we know we won’t get far in life without it.  For example, a marriage won’t endure if there isn’t a willingness to persevere in hard times.  If we want to be an accomplished musician, we know we must keep on practicing.  
	All the readings today talk about perseverance.  The first reading gives us an example of perseverance in prayer.  Paul’s letter to Timothy, the second reading, admonishes Timothy to persevere in proclaiming the Good News.  In the gospel the woman exemplifies perseverance in her desire for justice.  Perhaps there’s a lesson or two for us in these three readings.  
	Of course, the details of these biblical passages are likely far from our own experience of life, as they are from a different time, but the messages they provide are all relevant.  We live in times of great distress.  Wars are being fought in several areas of the world.  People are often faced with a serious decision.  Do they want to win the war?  Or do they want to win real peace?  It seems today it’s really hard to achieve both, because peace requires some form of reconciliation, not just a conquest.  This is a time when we have to turn to God and persevere in prayer.  This is a time when we must support one another in everyone’s efforts toward peace with reconciliation.  The gospel story is intended to encourage all of us who experience injustice of any kind.  Like the woman who suffered the burden of discrimination, we must not waver in demanding just treatment for ourselves and all people.  
	As Christians, baptized into the body of Christ, we are all called to proclaim the Good News of the Gospel.  We do this primarily by the character of our lives, the way we are, the way we live—in our families, in our marriages, in our work lives, in our religious communities, and with our friends and neighbors.  Our honesty, our generosity, our willingness to forgive, our perseverance, these are what can convince or reprimand others, but especially encourage others about life in Christ.  My last words are the words of Paul to his good friend and disciple, Timothy: “Keep your eye on what you’re doing, on how you live your life.  Accept the hard times along with the good.  Keep the Message we live by, alive; and do a thorough job as a child of God.”    
My Question: How do you Stack-up [pun intended] in your perseverance in living the life Paul challenges Timothy to live? 
