11-23-25  	HOMILY   The Solemnity of Christ the King
	I have had the tendency to downplay this Feast Day.  I have at times felt embarrassed about my not thinking much about it.  Part of my difficulty with the idea of a king and a kingdom comes from being American, and learning from childhood that our ancestors fought a war to end being ruled by a king who had absolute authority and could, e.g., impose taxes without representation.  Also, I grew up learning about authoritarian governments in other parts of the world where people had few or no human rights, and had to accept the edicts and wishes of a single authority.  Even today, Americans generally agree, and say, “No kings.”
	Our first reading reminds us that our religious forefathers and foremothers, for part of their history, known from the Bible’s Old Testament, chose to have kings and kingdoms as their style of government—with mixed results.  In his Gospel Matthew wanted to show that Jesus was descended from King David.  So he begins his Gospel with a detailed tracing of Jesus’ genealogy starting with Abraham, down through fourteen generations to David, their greatest king, then down another fourteen generations to the Babylonian captivity (remember? Stack gave us an easy number to remember about when that was—555 BC).  When the exile ended, Matthew details another fourteen generations down to Joseph, Mary’s husband, the Mary who gave birth to Jesus, the Jesus called Christ or Messiah.    
 	In the early 60’s I taught a religion class at a Catholic school in San Antonia and in the 70’s at a Catholic school in Dallas.  I would ask the students what words came to mind when they heard the phrase “the Kingdom of God.”  They replied with words like “Pearly Gates,” “Angels and Saints,” “Heaven,” “Everlasting,” Forgiveness, “Love,” “For all,” “Peace,” “Justice.”  Almost always one student would say, “God made us so we could die and go to heaven.”  I would invite the students to see that the Kingdom of God—can mean then, when you die and enter the heavenly kingdom; and also can mean now, in the present.  I would show them Jesus spending his ministry announcing the kingdom of God as here and now—preaching that God was not far off, in either distance or in time, that God is with us, here and now.  But what was amazing to me was that the students knew, somehow, that the mission we were all called to work toward—was ultimately about love and unity.  Somehow, they held that Truth in their minds, in their hearts.  This was an awakening for me.
Back to today’s focus on the kingdom, the Jewish people revered King David as a national hero and a good king.  He tried to rule his people with justice and with care for widows and the poor. Having such a model in their experience to pass on, it’s no wonder that fairly early in their history, Christians could think of Jesus as a King—a second David, a good King.  
The passage from Paul’s letter to the Colossians is an ancient song of gratitude, a hymn of praise.  It echoes the psalms, and many of the psalms were attributed to King David.  Like Psalm 121:  “I look up to the mountains; but my strength comes from God, who made heaven, and earth, and mountains.  God guards you from every evil, guards your very life.  God guards you when you leave and when you return; God guards you now, God guards you always.” 
Notice that the words of the hymn in Colossians are in the past tense.  “God our Father delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”  With these words the early Church was praising God that we have all been transferred into the kingdom of his Son.  As members of this kingdom, we no longer need to be stuck in a pile of “should” and/or “shouldn’t.”  We can love wildly and freely.  We can love without worry about the cost.  Because, if we are free—including free from self- preoccupation, we are concerned with the common good, not just our own preferences.  And we can trust that we’re all safe and loved.  Amen.
My question:  What are the words or images that come to your mind when you hear the phrase, “the Kingdom of God”?

