01-25-26 - HOMILY - ORD TIME  3                         The Gospel writer, Matthew, tells us that Jesus began his public ministry very soon after hearing that John the Baptizer was arrested.  When John was arrested, and later killed, the riskiness of his preaching became obvious.  And when Jesus realized that John’s voice would no longer be heard, he took up the mantle and began to start his own preaching mission.  
And seemingly right away, Jesus invited others to join him in spreading the Message.  He may have known some of those first few he called—perhaps they had been disciples of John.  Jesus invited these few women and men (perhaps more than are named), to consecrate their lives to making the reign of God obvious in the midst of their broken and vulnerable world.  The miracle?  That they did join up with Jesus to do just that!  It’s hard to imagine what was going through these young people’s heads.  They were living good, ordinary lives, no doubt keeping their heads down, under a repressive government regime, and seeing all too clearly what happened to those who stepped out of line.  But they encounter Jesus, who lives as a vivid incarnation of what the reign of God means.  He preaches and heals all kinds of brokenness.  Not only that, he tells those who would join with him that they can do the same.  
	Even though they constantly wavered, Jesus’ disciples were devoting their lives, and risking everything, because they believed in his Message and what it meant for them and their world.  While they may have occasionally dreamed that they were coming into personal prestige and power, their day-by-day experience of being with Jesus negated that ambition time and time again.  They were on the road with a humble servant—very gradually understanding what he had invited them into.  Everything Jesus was saying and doing threatened the power behind lies and domination.  That’s what made his mission so dangerous.   
	Paul seemed to intend his message in his letter to the Christian community at Corinth to be a wake-up call.  He definitely had heard the rumors about behavior unbecoming disciples—like rivalry, scorning the poor and favoritism, to name a few.  He minced no words in denouncing this behavior, and reminded them that they were capa-ble of much more: in fact of being the body of Christ in their world.  
	We could think of living Jesus’ Message as something comforting and safe, even something that gives us a certain status.  But that’s hardly what Jesus’ first disciples discovered, and it has nothing to do with what Jesus asked for and promised them.  Matthew reported Jesus saying, “They will persecute you and they will kill you.  You will be hated by all nations because of my name and Message.”  (Matt. 24:9)  That was what Jesus invited them into when he said, “Come, follow me!”  
	Jesus disciples, at Corinth and elsewhere, slowly learned that their status came from how they served others, how they proclaimed Jesus’ Message—how they tended to the broken, the ill, the poor.  Looking at those first disciples challenges us.  It’s easy to come to Mass, to sing together with others, and occasionally share cake or donuts with one another.  But is that all we are invited to be and do as Jesus’ disciples?  
	Advocating for peace, recognizing the personal dignity of every person, making food and health care available for everyone—within and beyond our borders—these things are not just politics, they are Christianity in action.  And, of course, supporting efforts toward peace is at the core of our mission—even when it’s neither feels comforting nor safe.  Are you, are we all, capable of much more than we might imagine?                         
What do you think Jesus’ Message, and our times, asks of us?
