Claudette Colvin – Before Rosa Parks
When I spoke about the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. a few weeks ago, Rosa Parks had died recently, the woman who received national fame for refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger on a segregated Montgomery city bus, on Dec. 1, 1955.  What I didn’t know was that a 15 year old black teenager, Claudette Colvin, had been arrested for the same behavior, also on a segregated Montgomery bus, on March 2, 1955—nine months earlier.  The bus driver called police to complain that two black girls were sitting near two white girls in violation of segregation laws.  She refused to move to the back of the bus when the bus driver told her and another black girl to do so—to give up their seats to white passengers.  Claudette refused to move to the back of the bus and was arrested.  She became a named plaintiff in the landmark lawsuit that outlawed racial segregation on Montgomery buses.  When interviewed, she said, “My mindset was on freedom, and I told them that I was not going to move that day, that history had me glued to the seat.”  She was no doubt referring to the yearlong Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955.  Montgomery’s Mayor said that Claudette Colvin, and her action, helped lay the legal and moral foundation for the movement that changed America.   
Perhaps the fact that there were two black teenage girls who were asked to give up their seats to white passengers—and one did so, while Claudette Colvin refused to—made it easier to discount Claudette’s courage.  
I like it when historical events are updated to give proper recognition to all who make a difference.  Three cheers to Claudette Colvin who, along with Rosa Parks, was a key person whose courageous behavior led to the law suit that ended racial segregation on Montgomery city buses, and eventually on all public transportation services in America.
