10-04-26   Homily:  27th Sunday Ordinary Time - Three Vineyards.    
Except maybe for olive trees, the most widely planted food crop in Israel in Jesus’ time were grape vineyards.  This is still true today.  Three of the four Bible passages in today’s Liturgy of the Word feature vineyards. 
In all four passages the landowner, the planter of the vineyard, stands for God.  In the first reading Isaiah says that the vineyard stands for the ‘house of Israel’.  He describes what care God took in planting and protecting and caring for the vineyard—choosing a fertile hillside, clearing out the stones and rocks, using only the choicest vines, planting a hedge fencing, and building a watchtower and a wine press.  But the vineyard, a symbol for Israel, brought forth wild, sour grapes.  So God let the hedge be trampled and the vines go to ruin, getting no rain, and overgrown with thorns.  No happy ending here.
In the Responsorial Psalm the vines were transplanted to Israel from Egypt.  When the vineyard didn’t do well, God allowed it to go to ruin.  The Psalm does end with the Psalmist pleading that God see Israel’s plight, and restore the vineyard, restore Israel.  So there is hope in God’s mercy.  We know that God did restore Israel, more than once.
In Matthew’s Gospel, the vineyard parable records both themes of Isaiah’s version: first, the tender loving care given the planting of the vineyard by the landowner, God; and the cruel and unscrupulous behavior of the farm hands, representing Israel’s religious leaders and the Roman government.  The timing of Matthew’s version of this vineyard story is no doubt influenced by the fact that Jesus had now arrived in Jerusalem, and was still trying to prepare the disciples for what might happen there, and did happen—Jesus’ arrest and killing.  It had reached the point that both the Roman officials and the religious leaders were ready to get rid of this trouble-maker who openly preached the coming of a ‘kingdom of God’.  And the disciples were still caught up in the excited welcome Jesus got, when he entered Jerusalem on that donkey. They couldn’t even imagine an outcome like the one suggested in this parable.  
You might question, as others have, how the farm tenants could think that killing the son might entitle them to the land.  Well, it seems there was a law in Israel then, that, in the absence of the owner (and with no heir), those who were able to take immediate possession could claim the property.  
The clear message throughout these readings is that God invited Israel, and invites us, to enjoy the blessings depicted by a perfect vineyard.  And as usual, Paul’s letter, again from Philip-pians, Ch 4, gives us guidance in how to live the Christian life.   He says, ‘Keep on doing what you’ve learned from me.  Have no fear.  Live with prayer and thanksgiving.  And hold to what is just and what is gracious.’   
Yes.  We are all invited to enjoy the riches of the perfect vineyard.  All God asks in return is faithfulness—a faithfulness that wells up in us when we know we are loved and cherished and cared for—the kind of faithfulness that responds wholeheartedly with thanksgiving for God’s unchanging love.  Amen.
My question, my ask, is:  Give some thought to an example of how you have experienced God’s love in your life.                       










  

